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There is, indeed, an ascendency in European councils to
which Great Britain might reasonably aspire, by steadily
sustaining the character of a Power no less just than strong;
attached to liberty and law; jealous of peace, and therefore
opposed to intrigue and aggrandizement, from whatever quarter
they may come; jealous of honour, and therefore averse to
the clandestine engagements which have marked our two
latest years. To attain a moral and envied ascendency such
as this, is indeed a noble object for any Minister or any
Empire.

You have, then, gentlemen, great issues before you. The
majority of tie House of Commons, and all tho members of
that majority, have, by their unqualified support of the
Government, fully taken over upon themselves the responsi-
bility of its acts. If the constituencies aro well pleased with
the results which after six years have been attained, they
have only to return again a similar majority, which will do
its best to secure to them the like for fix years more. But
let no individual voter who supports at llw election a member
of that majority conceal from himself the fact that ho is
tjilriiijf on himself both what has Iwen done already, and what
may })C done by the sanio aytmey heroaftfjr.

f have not a doubt that the* County of Midlothian will
nobly discharge its share of the general duty, and T have the
honour to remain, gentlemen, your most obedient and faithful

W. K. GLADSTONE

, Mtnvk 11, 1880.